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The University of Guelph is the first
Canadian institution to join the U.S. Na-
tional Cancer Institute’s Comparative
Oncology Trials Consortium (COTC).

The move positions the U of G Insti-
tute for Comparative Cancer Investiga-
tion (ICCI) and the OVC Animal Cancer
Centre with 19 other academic oncology
centres at the leading edge of cancer re-
search in North America. It also means
that your gifts to the OVC Pet Trust
Fund’s campaign in support of the can-
cer centre are more important than ever.

“This is an exciting step for us,” said

Dr. Paul Woods, a cancer specialist in
the OVC Animal Cancer Centre and co-
director of the ICCI. “We look forward
to working with the consortium to an-
swer important questions that will help
develop new cancer-fighting drugs for
use in veterinary and human medicine.”

Members of the COTC will engage
in clinical trials involving canine cancer
patients at veterinary hospitals in the
U.S. and Canada. The trials will be co-
ordinated by the National Cancer Insti-
tute’s Comparative Oncology Program,
part of the National Institutes of Health
in Washington, D.C.
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University joins cancer research consortium
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be collaborating in clinical

trials with leading veterinary

cancer centres across North America.



The rationale is simple: pet dogs natu-
rally develop tumours that are similar to
those in humans. Therefore they may pro-
vide researchers with important informa-
tion that they couldn’t get by studying
cancer in a laboratory setting.

“It’s a big leap from laboratory mice
to humans, so perhaps it’s not surprising
that it has been difficult to translate suc-
cess in the lab into effective treatments for
cancer,” said ICCI co-director Dr. Brenda
Coomber, a cancer biologist in U of G’s

Department of Biomedical Sciences.
Coomber said the traditional approach

— studying cancer in the lab, testing a new
drug on cells in a petri dish, then maybe on
mice and perhaps one day on people —
simplifies a very complex disease. In real
life, cancer takes years to develop and in-
volves the interaction of many genetic, en-
vironmental, and lifestyle factors.

“The comparative approach puts the
dog in the middle of the investigation path-
way, between the lab and humans. The
hope is that this will expand our under-
standing of cancer and lead to break-
throughs in treatment and diagnosis that

will benefit pets and people.”
Comparative oncology has been valu-

able in the study and treatment of bone
cancer, lymphoma, melanoma and other
types of cancer. But progress has been
hampered by the lack of infrastructure to
enable basic scientists, clinicians, and drug
companies working in human and veteri-
nary medicine to share information.

The COTC changes that.
“The consortium will allow us to work

collaboratively on novel cancer therapies
and techniques with the leading veterinary
oncology centres in North America,” said
Woods.
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Comparative approach yields hope
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“It’s a pleasure to work with other
people who are so passionate about
their pets,” says board of trustees
member Heather Lowe, seen with her
youngest dog Maci.
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Radiation therapist Kim Stewart, foreground,

and technician Andrea Kacer prepare a patient

for treatment. Stewart joined the OVC team 12

years ago after a 15-year career providing cancer

care for human patients.
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Innovative treatment offers hope for bone cancer patients
Dr. Sarah Boston observes from

the control room as student re-

search assistant Steve Patten

walks a dog across a forceplate

that analyzes gait. The goal is to

compare the efficacy of different

radiation treatment protocols in

dogs with osteosarcoma.

4 Best Friends | Summer 2010



A screening test is now available in
Canada for the virus linked to proventricu-
lar dilatation disease (PDD), a devastating
wasting disease that affects members of the
parrot family including macaws, African
greys and cockatoos.

The test is available exclusively in
Canada at the University of Guelph’s Ani-
mal Health Laboratory. The research that
led to development of the test was funded
in part by the OVC Pet Trust Fund.

“The biggest challenge was that for
years there was no agent we could point to
as the cause of the disease,” said Dr.
Michael Taylor, head of the avian and ex-
otics service at the OVC Health Sciences
Centre. “It took some good detective work
involving a lot of people and some innova-
tive techniques to break the code.”

The culprit is now known to be an avian
bornavirus, part of the same family that
causes encephalitis in various mammals.
PDD causes weight loss, digestive problems
and neurological signs in affected parrots.
Although it is almost always eventually

fatal, until now PDD was difficult to diag-
nose because it presents itself in many dif-
ferent ways. Some birds can be carriers that
don’t show clinical signs, but spread the
sickness to other birds.

“These ‘typhoid Pollys’ seem perfectly
healthy but are shedding the virus. For
years that was very frustrating for owners
and breeders,” said Dr. Dale Smith, a vet-
erinary pathologist at OVC.

“Now we have a practi-
cal, low-cost and effective test that will
help us control the disease by identifying
those birds that are infected.”

The new screening test was developed
in conjunction with researchers at the Uni-
versity of California, San Francisco, who
identified the virus that causes PDD.

Since 2002, the OVC Pet Trust Fund
has supported a PDD research team in
Guelph that has also included Drs. Eva
Nagy and David Pearl from the OVC; Davor
Ojkic and Josepha DeLay of the Animal
Health Laboratory; and a number of gradu-
ate student collaborators including Raj
Raghav, Ady Gancz, and Yohannes Berhane.

The team’s latest findings will be pub-
lished in an upcoming issue of the Journal
of Veterinary Diagnostic Investigation.

Total funds raised: $2,845,308

Expenses

Marketing and operating expenses $302,252

Program Commitments & Expenses

Research projects and equipment $428,658

Oncology and Imaging Student Funding
Summer Student Funding

$58,000
$16,000

The balance of $2,040,398 is held for future capital projects and programming.
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‘Detective work’results in screening test for deadly virus
Drs. Dale Smith and Michael Taylor

are hoping that a new screening

test for PDD will provide peace of

mind for owners and breeders of

birds like Sebastian, a red macaw

that lives at OVC.



Your donations at work | Six Degrees of Separation

Breeders join team effort for hemangiosarcoma study

Keegan, a 101/2-year-old golden retriever,

is still full of life despite having major sur-

gery to remove his spleen after a tumour

was discovered during screening for the

hemangiosarcoma study.
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There’s plenty of room in the “Love/Live”

bags — just ask NadIne Chambers and

Bernie, above.
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Providing comfort in a time of need

Friends and supporters are in-
vited to come celebrate the spe-
cial bond we share with our
animal companions at the OVC
Pet Trust Forum.

The popular annual event
takes place Saturday, Oct. 2 at
the Ontario Veterinary College.

The forum provides donors
with an opportunity to learn
how their gifts lead to advances
in health care for pets and con-
tribute to the success of the vet-
erinary profession.

On the agenda this year are
discussions about the value of
clinical research, obesity in pets,
health issues affecting birds, and
a Q&A session with our cancer
specialists.

There will also be tours of
the new Hill’s Pet Nutrition Pri-
mary Healthcare Centre at OVC,
which opened this summer.

Reserve your seat now,
or for more information, contact
Nadine at 519-824-4120,
Ext. 56929, or by email at
pettrust@uoguelph.ca.

But hurry — seating is
limited.

COMING EVENTS

OVC Pet Trust Board of Trustees
Dr. Mary DeCaire (Chair), Susan Bell, Michelle Belliveau,
Dr. Barbara Drewry, Kim Lang, Heather Lowe (Vice-Chair),
Maggie Renwick, Marie Sawford, Dr. Elizabeth Stone,
Dr. Nancy Tarzwell, Roland Browning Watt
Ex-officio: Paul Hossie, Dr. Gordon Kirby, Karen Scott,
Stephen Woeller
Honorary: Roger Warren
Student representatives: Adrienne Wong, Amrita Banerjee

Development Committee
Susie Bell, Michelle Belliveau, Dr. Mary DeCaire,
Dr. Barbara Drewry, Kim Lang, Heather Lowe,
Maggie Renwick, Marie Sawford, Karen Scott,
Dr. Nancy Tarzwell, Roland Browning Watt

Some people know a good thing when they
see it. Like the veterinarians and staff at
Kingsway Animal Hospital in Etobicoke, Ont.,
proud supporters of the OVC Pet Trust Fund
since it was founded in 1986.

“As soon as Pet Trust was first formed, our
staff thought it was a wonderful idea,” says Dr.
Rosemary Draganic.

Over the past 24 years, Kingsway Animal
Hospital has donated over $48,000 through the
memorial program in which clinics make do-
nations to honour their clients’ beloved pets.

“Our donations to a local and tangible
cause have touched countless clients who, in
turn, have offered their own personal dona-
tions,” said Dr. Wendy Van Slyke. “Losing a
pet is always painful, but it’s some comfort to
know that something is being done in the
name of a beloved family member to help
other pets. Further, several of us here have had
pets with special problems that received ex-
traordinary care from the wonderful and com-
passionate team at the OVC. Therefore, we
know that the funds are being well utilized.”

Clinic Profile: Kingsway Animal Hospital a proud supporter for 24 years
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A donation to Pet Trust supports grieving clients
when they need it the most, say Drs. Wendy Van
Slyke, above left, and Rosemary Draganic. The
team at Kingsway Animal Hospital are longtime
supporters of the OVC Pet Trust Fund.


